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Taking advantage of our London location, we'll focus mainly on modern and contemporary British novels which are set fully or partially in London. We'll consider issues of class, race, and gender, as well as the ways that British culture is represented in the readings.   Students will keep a reading journal and present brief, in-class responses to the readings. There will be a final essay exam of about 10-12 pages to be submitted after students return home from London.  The journal will also be edited and polished after you finish in London and handed in typewritten form, about 12-15 pages, by the first

week of class in September.   

Texts:  (Available at the Penn Book Center)

Week I        George Orwell Down and Out in Paris and London

Week II      Evelyn Waugh, Brideshead Revisited 

Week III     Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway

Week IV     Ian McEwen,  Atonement

Week V      Zadie Smith, White Teeth


A note about keeping a journal.  This should be in addition to, or separate from, the notes that you take in class.  Entries in the journal can be questions or comments on the stories that come from your own readings, responses to questions in handouts in class, reactions to points made in class, connections drawn between the stories and your experience in London and the theatre, etc. I’ll collect the journals after the first two weeks, and I’ll meet with each of you to discuss them.   


We’ll relate the novels to particular sites and scenes in London.  (For example, there is plaque on a building where George Orwell lived around the time he was writing his first book, and it is just a couple of blocks from where you will be staying.)  We’ll contrast Orwell’s work, which is a non-fiction documentary rather than a novel, to the other works.  There is an excellent video version of the Waugh novel, made by PBS Masterpiece Theatre, starring Jeremy Irons and Anthony Andrews, and we’ll look at some film clips in class. Brideshead Revisited is set in Oxford and London, as well as abroad.  

Woolf’s novel is like a walking tour of London, and we’ll retrace some of the characters’ steps. We’ll also relate it to the movie The Hours, from the novel by Michael Cunningham, which is an imaginative work inspired by Mrs. Dalloway and by the life and death of Virginia Woolf.   Atonement  is set at a country house (like portions of  Brideshead Revisited) and in wartime London.  It won the Booker Prize, the U.K.’s most prestigious literary award, a few years ago.  White Teeth is a comic novel about the multi-racial and multi-cultural society of contemporary London, which you’ll start to experience as soon as you get off the plane!

